
 

 

 
Call For Papers: Contributed Paper Sessions at MAA MathFest 2015 

 
The Mathematical Association of America will hold its ninety-third summer meeting in the 
Marriott Wardman Park Hotel, Washington DC, August 5 through 8, 2015.  Because this is a 
special MathFest at which the MAA will celebrate its centennial, the program for the 
meeting has been significantly expanded and enhanced.  The scientific sessions will begin 
on Wednesday morning, August 5, and continue through Saturday afternoon, August 8.  The 
meeting will be a joint meeting of the Mathematical Association of America, the Canadian 
Society for the History and Philosophy of Mathematics, and the British Society for the 
History of Mathematics.   
 
Full information regarding the program will appear in the April/May issue of MAA FOCUS 
and online at www.maa.org/mathfest.  The purpose of this preliminary announcement is to 
alert participants to the themes of contributed paper sessions.  The themes of the paper 
sessions are described below.  MathFest participants are invited to submit abstracts of 
papers consistent with those themes.  Any member of the MAA, CSHPM, or BSHM is eligible 
to submit an abstract. 
 
Presentations in the themed sessions are normally 15 minutes in length.  The general 
sessions will accept abstracts of papers in all areas of collegiate mathematics, mathematical 
pedagogy, and the undergraduate mathematics curriculum.  Presentations in the general 
sessions are limited to 10 minutes each. 
 
Each participant may make at most one presentation in a contributed paper session.  If 
your paper cannot be accommodated in the session for which it was submitted, it will 
automatically be considered for the general contributed paper sessions. 
 
Each session room will be equipped with a computer projector and a screen.  Speakers are 
encouraged to make use of the computer projector but must provide their own laptop 
computer or have access to one.   
 
To submit an abstract for MathFest 2015, go to www.maa.org/mathfest/abstracts and 
follow the instructions found there.  The deadline for submission of abstracts is April 30, 
2015.  Early submissions are encouraged.  
 
Please note that the scheduling of the sessions remains tentative and could change.   
 
 Abstract Submission Deadlines: 

Themed Contributed Paper Sessions: April 30, 2015  
General Contributed Paper Sessions: April 30, 2015 
Student Paper Sessions: June 5, 2015 
PosterFest 2015: June 5, 2015 
Great Talks for a General Audience: June 5, 2015 

http://www.maa.org/mathfest/abstracts
http://abstractsonline.com/submit/login.asp?mkey={A3E88336-090A-432F-844F-7BDCC4EEBE12}


 

 

THEMED CONTRIBUTED PAPER SESSIONS 
TCPS#1: The History of Mathematics 

TCPS#2: The Contributions of Women to Mathematics: 100 Years and Counting 

TCPS#3: Math Circle Problems in Honor of the MAA’s 100th Anniversary 

TCPS#4: Undergraduate Research Activities in Mathematical and Computational 

Biology 

TCPS#5: Recreational Mathematics: New Problems and New Solutions 

TCPS#6: Mathematics and Art 

TCPS#7: Financial Mathematics 

TCPS#8: Mathematics in Video Games 

TCPS#9: What Can a Mathematician Do with a 3D Printer? 

TCPS#10: The Scholarship of Teaching and Learning in Collegiate Mathematics 

TCPS#11: Cultivating Critical Thinking through Active Learning in Mathematics 

TCPS#12: Improving Undergraduate Math Writing 

TCPS#13: Successful STEM Programs for Elementary Education Majors 

TCPS#14: Projects, Applications and Demonstrations to Enhance a Numerical Analysis 

or Computational Mathematics Course 

TCPS#15: Democratizing Access to Authentic Mathematical Activity 

TCPS#16: Curriculum Development to Support First Year General Education 

Mathematics Students 

TCPS#17: Curriculum and Course Development to Support First Year STEM Students 

TCPS#18: Using Modeling for Teaching Differential Equations: Before, During, After 

TCPS#19: Innovative Approaches in the Calculus Sequence 

TCPS#20: Evidence-Based Approaches to the Mathematical Preparation of Secondary 

Teachers 

TCPS#21: Show Me Geometry: Geometry Software and Tablet Demonstrations 

GENERAL CONTRIBUTED PAPER SESSIONS 

GRADUATE STUDENT PAPER SESSIONS 

UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT PAPER SESSIONS 
 
 



 

 

THEMED CONTRIBUTED PAPER SESSIONS 
 
TCPS#1: The History of Mathematics 
Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, mornings and afternoons 
This session welcomes contributions from all areas related to history and philosophy of 
mathematics. This includes reports on research, survey talks, and issues related to the use 
of history and philosophy of mathematics in the classroom. The session will also include 
special sessions on mathematical communities and on the philosophy of mathematics. 
There will also be a group of talks in honor of Karen Parshall (one of the MAA Centennial 
lecturers) and also in memory of Jackie Stedall (a well known historian of mathematics 
who passed away in the early fall). 
Organizers:  Maria Zack, Point Loma Nazarene University; Thomas Drucker, University of 
Wisconsin, Whitewater; Robin Wilson, Open University and Oxford University; June 
Barrow-Green, Open University; Jean-Pierre Marquis, University of Montreal; and Sloan 
Despeaux, Western Carolina University 
Sponsors:  HOM SIGMAA, POM SIGMAA, CSHPM, BSHM 
 
 
TCPS#2: The Contributions of Women to Mathematics: 100 Years and Counting 
Saturday afternoon 
In celebration of the 100th anniversary of the MAA, the AWM sponsors this session to 
acknowledge and recognize the contributions, achievements, and progress of women 
mathematicians over the past 100 years. This century has seen great mathematical 
achievements by women, the most recent and most public being Maryan Mirzakhani 
winning the Fields Medal. To honor this and other advances in mathematics by women, this 
session welcomes talks about mathematics done by women and historical or biographical 
presentations celebrating women in mathematics. 
Organizers:  Alissa S. Crans, Loyola Marymount University; Jacqueline Jensen-Vallin, 
Lamar University; and Maura Mast, University of Massachusetts Boston 
Sponsor:  The Association for Women in Mathematics (AWM) 
 
TCPS#3: Math Circle Problems in Honor of the MAA’s 100th Anniversary 
Friday afternoon 
A mathematics circle is an enrichment activity for K-12 students or their teachers, which 
brings them into direct contact with mathematics professionals, fostering a passion and 
excitement for deep mathematics in the participants. It is usually a weekly or monthly 
activity, but it can also be an intensive summer experience. Circles provide rich open-ended 
problems that enable students or their teachers to strengthen their problem-solving skills 
and deepen their appreciation for and excitement about mathematics. In honor of the 
MAA’s 100th anniversary, we especially encourage talks that address a problem or topic 
involving the number 100 that was successful at your math circle. 
Organizers:  Katherine Morrison, University of Northern Colorado; Philip Yasskin, Texas 
A&M University; and Paul Zeitz, University of San Francisco.   
Sponsor:  SIGMAA MCST 
 
 



 

 

TCPS#4: Undergraduate Research Activities in Mathematical and Computational 
Biology 
Friday afternoon 
This session is dedicated to aspects of undergraduate research in mathematical and 
computational biology. First and foremost, this session would like to highlight research 
results of projects that either were conducted by undergraduates or were collaborations 
between undergraduates and their faculty mentors. Of particular interest are those 
collaborations that involve students and faculty from both mathematics and biology. 
Secondly, as many institutions have started undergraduate research programs in this area, 
frequently with the help of initial external funding, the session is interested in the process 
and logistics of starting a program and maintaining a program even after the initial funding 
expires. Important issues include faculty development and interdisciplinary collaboration, 
student preparation and selection, the structure of research programs, the acquisition of 
resources to support the program, and the subsequent achievements of students who 
participate in undergraduate research in mathematical and computational biology. 
Organizer:  Timothy D. Comar, Benedictine University 
Sponsor:  BIO SIGMAA 
 
 
TCPS#5: Recreational Mathematics: New Problems and New Solutions 
As with all mathematics, recreational mathematics continues to expand through the 
solution of new problems and the development of novel solutions to old problems. For the 
purposes of this session, the definition of recreational mathematics will be a broad one. The 
primary guideline used to determine the suitability of a paper will be the understandability 
of the mathematics. Papers submitted to this session should be accessible to undergraduate 
students. Novel applications as well as new approaches to old problems are welcome. 
Examples of use of the material in the undergraduate classroom are encouraged. 
Organizers:  Paul R. Coe, Dominican University; Sara Quinn, Dominican University; and 
Kristen Schemmerhorn, Concordia University Chicago 
 
 
TCPS#6: Mathematics and Art 
Wednesday afternoon 
Mathematics and art have a long historical relationship throughout the centuries. Ancient 
Egyptians and Greeks incorporated several mathematical relationships into their lives and 
art. In this session we encourage talks and presentations that connect mathematics and art. 
We would like to see a broad range of art: visual art, decorative art and performing art.  The 
emphasis will be on college level mathematics that connects math and art in problems and 
projects that can enrich mathematics teaching.  Puzzles, games and other activities that 
relate math and art are also encouraged. 
Organizers:  Sandra Fital-Akelbek and Mahmud Akelbek, Weber State University 
 
 
TCPS#7: Financial Mathematics 
Wednesday afternoon 
Financial Mathematics encompasses all the mathematical and statistical tools, theories and 
techniques involved in the applied areas usually described as Quantitative Finance, 



 

 

Computational Finance, and Financial Engineering.  Research in these areas of financial 
market modeling include derivatives pricing, risk-and-portfolio management and the 
theory of interest.  Such works have resulted in Nobel Prizes in 1990 and 1997.  This 
session welcomes presentations on any aspect of Financial Mathematics, including the 
history of this topic, the teaching of this topic, new applications or items of purely academic 
interest. 
Organizer:  Richard Stephens and Alin Stancu, Columbus State University 
 
 
TCPS#8: Mathematics in Video Games 
Saturday afternoon 
Video games are a part of popular culture and they show up everywhere and in different 
forms: computer or console, online or offline, on phones or other mobile devices.  There are 
many applications of mathematics in the gameplay and creation of games that are popular 
today.  This session seeks presentations that share some of the mathematical applications 
that appear in recent games.  Presenters are encouraged to show college-level mathematics 
that might appear in a range of courses.  This session will be of interest to gamers and 
instructors looking for innovative examples to use in their classes. 
Organizer:  Heidi Hulsizer, Hampden-Sydney College 
 
 
TCPS#9: What Can a Mathematician Do with a 3D Printer? 
Saturday afternoon 
This session is dedicated to the intersection of 3D printing and mathematics: the creation of 
objects through the application of college-level mathematics or research-level 
mathematics, or the incorporation of 3D printing into the teaching of mathematics. In terms 
of the creation of objects on a 3D printer, of particular interest are those works that answer 
the question, "What can a mathematician do with a 3D printer?" This may include fractal 
images, knots, smooth manifolds, polyhedra, and demonstrations of theoretic or historical 
constructs. For teaching, of particular interest is the incorporation of 3D printing into 
college-level courses like geometry, topology, or multivariable calculus. 
Organizers:  Edward Aboufadel, Grand Valley State University, and Laura Taalman, 
Museum of Mathematics 
 
 
TCPS#10: The Scholarship of Teaching and Learning in Collegiate Mathematics 
Wednesday afternoon 
In the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning (SoTL), faculty bring disciplinary knowledge to 
bear on questions of teaching and learning and systematically gather evidence to support 
their conclusions. Scholarly work in this area includes investigations of the effectiveness of 
pedagogical methods, assignments, or technology, as well as probes of student 
understanding. The goals of this session are to: (1) feature scholarly work focused on the 
teaching of postsecondary mathematics, (2) provide a venue for teaching mathematicians 
to make public their scholarly investigations into teaching/learning and (3) highlight 
evidence-based arguments for the value of teaching innovations or in support of new 
insights into student learning. Appropriate for this session are preliminary or final reports 
of post-secondary classroom-based investigations of teaching methods, student learning 



 

 

difficulties, curricular assessment, or insights into student (mis-)understandings. Abstract 
submissions should have a clearly stated question that was (or is) under investigation and 
should give some indication of the type of evidence that has been (or is being) gathered and 
will be presented. For example, papers might reference the following types of evidence: 
student work, participation or retention data, pre/post-tests, interviews, surveys, think-
alouds, etc. 
Organizers:  Russell E. Goodman, Central College; Jessie Hamm, Winthrop University; 
Jackie Dewar, Loyola Marymount University; and Curt Bennett, Loyola Marymount 
University 
 
 
TCPS#11: Cultivating Critical Thinking through Active Learning in Mathematics 
Thursday afternoon 
Critical thinking is self-directed, self-disciplined, self-monitored, and self-corrective 
thinking. It entails effective communication and problem solving abilities. "We think 
critically when we have at least one problem to solve. One is not doing good critical 
thinking, therefore, if one is not solving any problems." (Richard Paul, Think Magazine, 
1992). Mathematics is solving problems. The session will focus on the role of active 
learning in mathematics, and how a teacher can use it to cultivate critical thinking. We 
invite instructors to share their experiences and provide useful tips and tricks on 
implementing active learning strategies and overcoming obstacles to active learning in 
general. Examples and ideas can come from any type of course, from undergraduate non-
major service courses and early-major mathematics courses to late-major and even 
graduate-level classes. Speakers are encouraged to include assessment data on the 
effectiveness of their active learning strategies or empirical feedback from students and/or 
faculty about their strategies. 
Organizers:  David Taylor, Roanoke College; Robert Allen, University of Wisconsin, La 
Crosse; and Lorena Bociu, North Carolina State University 
 
 
TCPS#12: Improving Undergraduate Math Writing 
Wednesday afternoon 
From the simplest modeling equations to the most complex proofs, students often lack the 
writing abilities to properly communicate their solutions. In order to help students achieve 
coherent arguments that are both logical and sequential, math-writing skills need to be 
developed. Students in introductory math classes must be able to find the solution to a 
problem by writing down all the necessary steps and reasons for each step leading up to 
the answer. Students in advanced math classes must be able to delineate hypothesis from 
conclusion in proving statements and be able to use the definitions, assumptions, and 
related results accurately in justifying their proofs. In this session, we invite participants to 
share useful approaches to teaching students not only how to reason critically, but also to 
communicate in writing in a way that fully demonstrates conceptual understanding. We 
encourage instructors that actively practice mathematical writing across all levels of the 
curriculum to share best practices for student writing objectives. We are interested in 
hearing about specific problems and/or projects, as well as the assessment tools for these 
projects, which have been used to address the issue of writing mathematics. 
Organizers:  Kerry M. Luse and Sita Ramamurti, Trinity Washington University 



 

 

 
 
TCPS#13: Successful STEM Programs for Elementary Education Majors 
Thursday afternoon 
As president Obama stated regarding STEM, “We need to make this a priority to train an 
army of new teachers in these subject areas.”  In response to this need, many institutions 
have developed programs that provide STEM certification or other credentialing for pre-
service elementary education majors.  This session solicits presentations regarding 
programs that have been developed to provide this type of credentialing.  As mathematics 
plays a significant role in these programs, the mathematical aspects of these programs 
should be highlighted.  Presentations about programs under development are also 
encouraged. 
Organizers:  Timothy W. Flood, Pittsburg State University; Karla Childs, Pittsburgh State 
University; and Aaron Flood, Missouri University of Science and Technology 
 
 
TCPS#14: Projects, Applications and Demonstrations to Enhance a Numerical 
Analysis or Computational Mathematics Course 
Saturday afternoon 
Computational mathematics is an important subject that is either an independent course or 
a component across multiple courses. This session seeks to gather ideas and further the 
scholarly discussion regarding the delivery of a course in: numerical analysis, numerical 
methods, modeling, and the use of Computer Algebra Systems to solve problems. All 
applicable ideas are welcome, but we would like to encourage presentations in areas like: 
·         New techniques for presenting numerical methods to an undergraduate audience 
·         New resources or tools that can be incorporated into a course 
·         Applications that illustrate the power of computational mathematics 
·         Contemporary research that is accessible to undergraduate students 
·         Assessment tools that could be used in this type of course 
Organizer:  Kyle Riley, South Dakota School of Mines & Technology 
 
 
TCPS#15: Democratizing Access to Authentic Mathematical Activity 
Friday afternoon 
Essential to the learning of mathematics is that students engage in “authentic” 
mathematical activity, or what mathematicians would recognize as “doing math.” However, 
too often deficit explanations (i.e., students’ lack of background knowledge, lack of math 
ability, lack of motivation) have been used to deny students access to authentic 
experiences. This session is a vehicle to promote a more equitable orientation to the 
learning of mathematics for all students in a range of learning situations (not just the “top” 
kids in ideal situations). We invite talks illustrating viable, evidence-based strategies that 
promote access to authentic mathematical activity through inquiry that honors the 
diversity of students' mathematical knowledge. Topics may include 1) innovative, equity- 
and inquiry-oriented methods of teaching and learning in remedial, developmental, or 
introductory courses and courses for non-majors; 2) lessons that allow students to use 
mathematics to address important equity and social justice issues in their communities; 
and 3) programs that provide students with opportunities to engage in the kinds of 



 

 

authentic mathematical activities and research projects that embrace the knowledge and 
experiences they bring to school. 
Organizers:  Catherine Buell, Fitchburg State University; Steven Greenstein, Montclair 
State University; and Zahava Wilstein, Berry College 
 
 
TCPS#16: Curriculum Development to Support First Year General Education 
Mathematics Students 
Wednesday afternoon 
Description:  A common focus of university administration is student retention and 
graduation.  First year mathematics courses- remedial and general education- have 
relatively high drop/fail/withdraw rates, which place them under scrutiny by 
administration.  In this session, we would like to hear what you have been doing to improve 
pass rates and student persistence in first year courses with traditionally high DFW rates.  
We hope to focus on department efforts (rather than specific classroom approaches) to 
support students in these first year Mathematics courses.  Presentations could include 
complete multi-section redesign, restructure of curriculum, efforts to standardize.  We 
would like to hear about successful, in progress, and unsuccessful efforts. Presentations 
with a description of the initiative along with data supporting the success or failure are 
encouraged. 
Organizers:  Donna Flint, South Dakota State University, and Charles Bingen, University of 
Wisconsin Eau Claire 
 
 
TCPS#17: Curriculum and Course Development to Support First Year STEM Students 
Friday afternoon 
Poor retention in the STEM fields is often tied to students’ initial difficulties and/or lack of 
motivation in mathematics courses early in their academic career. In this session, we would 
like to hear about efforts to help struggling students in first year mathematics courses for 
STEM students or to help motivate students in these courses. We are particularly 
interested in departmental efforts, rather than specific classroom teaching activities. We 
would like to hear about successful, in progress, and unsuccessful efforts. Presentations 
with a description of the initiative along with data supporting the success or failure are 
encouraged. 
Organizers:  Donna Flint, South Dakota State University; Dan Kemp, South Dakota State 
University; and Charles Bingen, University of Wisconsin Eau Claire 
 
 
TCPS#18: Using Modeling for Teaching Differential Equations: Before, During, After 
Saturday afternoon 
Often modeling is associated with differential equations courses as a motivator for learning 
and as a way of showing how mathematics is applied in other disciplines such as physics, 
biology, and economics. Modeling can be used (1) as a way of leading up to the 
mathematics being taught, (2) during the instruction on the mathematics and techniques, 
and/or (3) after the mathematics has been taught.  These three times—before, during, or 
after—for using modeling have the potential to support students and motivate their 
learning.  We invite colleagues who use modeling, especially with real data, to share their 



 

 

experiences with special attention paid to the timing of the modeling activities with respect 
to associated differential equations concepts and techniques. This session is sponsored by 
SIMIODE - Systemic Initiative for Modeling Investigations and Opportunities with 
Differential Equations and presenters will be invited to submit their modeling scenarios for 
peer-reviewed publication at www.simiode.org. 
Organizers:  Brian Winkel, US Military Academy; Karen Bliss, Quinnipiac University; 
Jessica Libertini, Virginia Military Institute; and Nakeya Williams, US Military Academy 
 
 
TCPS#19: Innovative Approaches in the Calculus Sequence 
Saturday afternoon 
There has been a significant amount of investigation into the flaws of traditional calculus 
courses and possible improvements, from the Calculus Reform movement beginning in the 
late 1980s to the recent MAA study finding significant attrition during the calculus 
sequence. This session shines a spotlight on recent efforts from instructors to make a 
productive change. In this session, we ask instructors to share creative ideas for instruction 
from the calculus sequence. We are interested in general approaches and/or specific 
activities that a) help students engage in the mathematics of calculus in innovative ways 
and/or b) promote group work and conversation about the mathematical content. 
Submitted abstracts should include a description of the approach/activity, how it meets 
these objectives, and observed strengths and weaknesses compared with the traditional 
approach. We encourage presentations in which the audience can experience the 
innovative teaching and learning. 
Organizers:  Aaron Wangberg, Winona State University; Brian Fisher, Lubbock Christian 
University; and Jason Samuels, City University of New York.  
 
 
TCPS#20: EvidenceBased Approaches to the Mathematical Preparation of Secondary 
Teachers 
Wednesday afternoon 
Description:  The mathematical preparation of secondary teachers has received 
substantial attention by mathematicians and mathematics teacher educators for many 
years, but how do university instructors and program coordinators know their efforts are 
making a difference? While the program evaluation process, which can include 
accreditation reports (e.g., CAEP) and teacher candidate surveys, encourages faculty to 
seriously consider this question, it is tempting to focus program evaluation on outcomes 
such as: graduation rates, teacher placement rates, and scores on teacher licensure exams 
or performance-based teacher assessments (e.g., edTPA). In this session, we invite 
mathematics content and methods instructors and program coordinators to share ways 
they gather and analyze data for the purpose of making decisions about their programs. 
Presentations should focus on one or two program goals directly linked to the 
mathematical preparation of secondary teachers. Examples include: How do you know that 
teachers can promote mathematical thinking and learning in ways consistent with the 
Common Core Standards for Mathematics (NGA Center & CCSSO, 2010)? How is your 
program addressing the recommendations in the Mathematical Education of Teachers II 
document (CBMS, 2012)? How does your program work with mentor teachers to develop 
candidates’ use of formative assessment? 

http://www.simiode.org/


 

 

Organizers:  Laurie O. Cavey, Boise State University, and Scott A. Courtney, Kent State 
University  
 
TCPS#21: Show Me Geometry: Geometry Software and Tablet Demonstrations 
Wednesday afternoon 
This session invites presenters to share demonstrations, using geometry software or tablet 
applications, which help students to understand aspects of undergraduate geometry. These 
demonstrations should be suitable for Euclidean and non-Euclidean geometry courses as 
well as for courses frequently referred to as “modern” or “higher” geometry but not those 
related to differential geometry or (low-level) graduate courses. Presenters must perform 
the full demonstration (or a key portion of it) and discuss the aspects of the demonstration 
that help students to understand an associated theorem. Information regarding 
prerequisite topics and related areas with which students have difficulty should be 
discussed as should problems, if any, experienced in using the software or tablet 
application. Presenters are invited to discuss how they have modified the demonstration 
over time as well as to share information about software or tablet explorations performed 
with students that have helped students understand the associated theorem. Abstracts 
should include the name of the software or application, the platform (computer or tablet), 
and the associated theorem as well as a brief description of the demonstration. Presenters 
must provide their own laptop or tablet. 
Organizer:  Sarah L. Mabrouk, Framingham State University 
 
 
 

  



 

 

GENERAL CONTRIBUTED PAPER SESSIONS 
 
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, and Saturday morning and afternoon 
The general sessions accept abstracts of papers in all areas of mathematics, pedagogy, and 
the undergraduate mathematics curriculum.  When you submit your abstract you will be 
asked to place it in one of the following categories: 

Assessment 
History or Philosophy of Mathematics 
Interdisciplinary Topics in Mathematics  
Mathematics and Technology 
Mentoring 
Modeling or Applications 
Outreach 
Teaching or Learning Advanced Mathematics  
Teaching or Learning Calculus  
Teaching or Learning Developmental Mathematics 
Teaching or Learning Introductory Mathematics 
Teaching or Learning Other Mathematics 
Algebra 
Analysis 
Applied Mathematics 
Geometry  
Graph Theory 
Linear Algebra  
Logic or Foundations 
Number Theory 
Probability or Statistics  
Other than the above 

Organizers: Aliza Steurer, Dominican University; Holly Zullo, Westminster College 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

GRADUATE STUDENT PAPER SESSIONS 
 
 
The deadline for abstracts of graduate student talks is June 5, 2015.  Applications will be 
processed in the order received. A limited amount of travel support is available for 
participants in this session. Requests for funding will be processed in the order received. 
Contact a session organizer for information on how to apply for funds. 
 
 
 
Great Talks for a General Audience: Coached Presentations by Graduate Students 
Saturday afternoon 
Description:  Presenters in this session must be graduate students. While many graduate 
students will be asked to give a lecture to a general audience which includes 
undergraduates and non-mathematicians as part of a job interview, most students do not 
have experience talking to a non-research audience. This session gives graduate students 
the opportunity to give a 20-minute talk aimed at an undergraduate audience which has 
been exposed to calculus and some linear algebra. Both the talks and abstracts should be 
designed to excite a wide range of undergraduates about mathematics. All participants in 
this session will receive private feedback on their presentations from an established faculty 
member and an undergraduate student. Time permitting, a discussion of effective 
techniques for delivering great general-audience talks will occur at the end of the session. 
Contact Jim Freeman (jfreeman@cornellcollege.edu),Rachel Schwell 
(schwellrac@ccsu.edu) or Aliza Steurer (asteurer@dom.edu) for help on writing an 
abstract and preparing a talk for a general audience. Informal optional sessions will be held 
on Thursday and Friday for session participants to get feedback on their presentations 
from the session organizers. Graduate student participants in this session should also 
attend the graduate student workshop (What’s the Story?) on mathematical presentations.  
Organizers:  James Freeman, Ithaca College; Rachel Schwell, Central Connecticut State 
University; and Aliza Steurer, Dominican University 
Sponsor:  MAA Committee on Graduate Students 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



 

 

UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT PAPER SESSIONS 
 
The deadline for receipt of abstracts for student papers is Friday, June 5, 2015.  Students 
may not apply for funding from both MAA and Pi Mu Epsilon. Every student paper session 
room will be equipped with a computer projector and a screen.  Presenters must provide 
their own laptops or have access to one.  Each student talk is fifteen minutes in length.  
 
 
MAA Sessions 
Students who wish to present at the MAA Student Paper Sessions at MathFest 2015 in 
Washington, DC must be sponsored by a faculty advisor familiar with the work to be 
presented.  Some funding to cover costs (up to $500) for student presenters is available.  At 
most two students from each institution or REU can receive full funding; additional such 
students may be funded at a lower rate. All presenters are expected to take full part in the 
meeting and attend indicated activities sponsored for students on all three days of the 
conference. Abstracts should be submitted at www.maa.org/mathfest/abstracts. Student 
travel grant applications should be submitted at 
www.maa.org/programs/students/meetings-conferences/student-travel-grants.  For 
additional information visit  www.maa.org/programs/students/undergraduate-
research/mathfest-student-paper-sessions.   
Contact Persons: 
 Theron J. Hitchman, University of Northern Iowa 
 Jiehua Zhu, Georgia Southern University 
Thursday and Friday, mornings and afternoons 
 
 
Pi Mu Epsilon Sessions 
Pi Mu Epsilon student speakers must be nominated by their chapter advisors.  Application 
forms for PME student speakers will be available by March 1, 2015 on the PME web site 
www.pme-math.org.  A PME student speaker who attends all the PME activities is eligible 
for transportation reimbursement up to $600, and additional speakers are eligible with a 
maximum $1200 reimbursement per chapter.  PME speakers receive a free ticket to the 
PME Banquet with their conference registration fee.  See the PME web site for more details. 
Contact Person: 

Darci Kracht, Kent State University 
Thursday afternoon, Friday morning and afternoon 

 

http://www.maa.org/mathfest/abstracts
http://www.maa.org/programs/students/meetings-conferences/student-travel-grants
http://www.maa.org/programs/students/undergraduate-research/mathfest-student-paper-sessions
http://www.maa.org/programs/students/undergraduate-research/mathfest-student-paper-sessions
http://www.pme-math.org/

