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MathFest 2009  will
quickly be upon us. Reg-
istration is now open.
Prospects for graduate
students to participate

are ever-gr owi ng |

look at some of the
events:

Graduate Student
Poster Session

Graduate students are
invited by the MAA Com-
mittee on Graduate Stu-
dents and The Young
Mathematicians' Net-
work to submit abstracts
for this session. Some
funding to cover trans-
portation costs (up to
$600) for poster authors
is available. At most one
graduate student will be
funded per poster, and
funded presenters are
expected to take full part
in the meeting. Abstracts
submitted by Friday,
April 24, will be given
precedence in consider-
ing applications for
travel support. All ab-
stracts must be submit-
ted by Friday, June 12.

Questions on this ses-
sion can be directed to
Jim Freeman at jfree-
man@cornellcollege.edu.

Graduate  Student
Special Session

This session is aimed at
graduate students who
plan to enter the job
market within the next
year. The majority of aca-
demic jobs available to
mathematicians involve
teaching undergraduate
students. Many of the
interviews for these jobs
require a presentation to
be made to undergradu-
ates, yet most graduate
students have not had
the opportunity to give
these types of presenta-
tions. This session gives
graduate students the
opportunity to give a 20-
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minute expository talk
aimed at post-calculus
undergraduate students.
These talks should excite
undergraduates about
mathematics, and ab-
stracts should be written
to appeal to undergradu-
ates. Each participant in
this session will receive
private feedback on his
or her presentation from
an established faculty
member and an under-
graduate student. Ab-
stracts must be submit-
ted by Friday, May 1. The
session is co-sponsored
by the MAA Committee
on Graduate Students
and The Young Mathe-
maticians' Network.
Questions on this ses-
sion can be directed to
Jim Freeman.

(continued on page 2)
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MathFest Events for Graduate Students (cont.)

Graduate  Student
Panel Discussion

This session is aimed at
PhD students and at re-
cent PhD's. An overview
of the employment proc-
ess will be given _with
IamﬁleI o@p(ﬂtuﬁit)p for
audience members to
participate. Questions
that will be addressed
include: How do you find
which jobs are available?
How do you choose
which jobs you want to
apply for? What are aca-
demic and other employ-

itl‘é’r@%oking for in the ma-

terials that you send?
What should you be do-
ing now? How do schools
conduct interviews? How
can you best prepare for
these interviews? How
do employers choose to
whom they will make of-
fers? How do you negoti-
ate once you have an
offer?
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About 30 post-doctoral
positions are about to
open up (pending NSF
funding) at AIM, IAS, IMA,
IPAM, MBI, MSRI, and
SAMSI.

Persons who have re-
ceived a PhD from a U.S.
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Graduate  Student
Workshop
Hiding behind every

mathematical result are
many interesting stories,
and one of the most diffi-
cult skills in formulating
a mathematical presen-
tation is finding the story
that is right for a particu-
lar audience. Almost any
mathematical topic can
be pitched at a variety of
levels: the topological
genus of a surface can
be described in terms
homotopy or the number
of “hol es,
central tendency can be
described  probabilisti-
cally or
and two things being iso-
morphic can be de-
scribed technically in
terms of preservation of
algebraic structure or as

as

the skills of determining
an appropriate mathe-
matical level for a variety
of audiences and formu-
lating an appropriate
story to tell, with empha-
sis on presenting to un-
dergraduate students.

If you are interested in
this workshop, please
sign up (at no cost) when
you register for the meet-
ing. Questions about the
workshop should be sent
to Aaron Luttman at
aluttman@clarkson.edu.

Participants in the Poster
and Expository Talk ses-
sion are eligible for
travel support (up to
$600) from the MAA.
Funded presenters are
expected to take full part
in the meeting. Informa-
tion on travel support will
be available at
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their si mp | 'www.maa.org/students/1 e
same.” Il n t lgrad/.
the participants will en-
gage in hands-on activi-
ties to learn and practice
Still Looking f

institution in the
mathematical and statis-
tical sciences within the
last 5 years and who do
not have employment for
the Fall of 2009 are re-
quested to apply online at

www.mathinstitutes.org/i
nstitutespostdoc/

Apply soon, offers will
start to go out as soon as
April 10th.
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The AMS Starts a Graduate Student Blog

The AMS Graduate Stu-
dent Blog is a new blog
by and for math gradu-
ate students, managed
by Frank Morgan, AMS
vice-president, and pro-
fessor of mathematics
at  Williams College.
"Graduate students are
the future of the AMS,
and they have a lot to
talk about," says Mor-
gan. The Graduate Stu-
dent Editorial Board
members are Asher
Auel, Adam Boocher,
Diana Davis, Daniel Er-

man, Fernando Galaz,
Brian Katz, Alex Levin,
Kathryn Lindsey, An-
drew Obus, David Shea
Vela-Vick, Clay Shonk-
wiler, Annalies Z.
Vuong, and Tom Wright.

Morgan hopes that
more graduate students
from around the coun-
try will join the board.
The blog entries to date
concern organizing a
reading seminar, how to
give a good mathemat-
ics talk, advice for be-

ginning teaching assis-
tants, navigating semi-
nars and finding an ad-
visor-topics of great
importance to graduate
students, who are all
invited to join the com-
munity by posting com-
ments, questions and
advice on the blog,
hosted by Williams Col-
lege, at

http://mathgradblog.wil
liams.edu/.

Advice and Help Available on Careers in Mathematics

The goal of the Associa-
tion for Women in Mathe-
matics (AWM) Mentor
Network is to match men-
tors, both men and
women, with girls and
women who are inter-
ested in mathematics or
are pursuing careers in
mathematics. The net-
work is intended to link

mentors with a variety of
groups: recent PhD's,
graduate students, un-
dergraduates, high school
and grade school stu-
dents, and teachers.
Matching is based on
common interests in ca-
reers in academics or
industry, math education,
balance of career and

family, or general mathe-
matical interests.

For more information,
contact the AWM at men-
tor@awm-math.org.

A Special Invite for Graduate Students

Every year at MathFest
there is a Welcome Re-
ception for Graduate
Students. This year is no
different with a reception
Thursday, August 5th,
from 5:00—6:00 pm.

Unlike the JMM, with so
many graduate students

involved in the interview
process, MathFest is a
more relaxed atmos-
phere. Here is the
chance for you to take a
minicourse, give a talk,
or present a poster. Just
as important is the op-
portunity to make con-

nections with other peo-
ple, and the reception is
the perfect place to get
that started.

We hope to see you
there!!



https://owa018.msoutlookonline.net/owa/redir.aspx?C=f2e25b47261f4e44b845e9c882cce943&URL=http%3a%2f%2fmathgradblog.williams.edu%2f
https://owa018.msoutlookonline.net/owa/redir.aspx?C=f2e25b47261f4e44b845e9c882cce943&URL=http%3a%2f%2fmathgradblog.williams.edu%2f
mailto:mentor@awm-math.org
mailto:mentor@awm-math.org

Issue 3

On the job markeV2AA Math Classifieds

The Mathematical Asso-
ciation of America job site
MAA Math Classifieds, is
up and running.

MAA Math Classifieds is
the vehicle for everyone
looking for a job. Summer
internships are also avail-
able.

Thi s
Master
dents and contains list-

site is

S, an

ings for jobs in both aca-
demia and industry.

Students sign-up for free

and can upload their in-

formation, peruse posted

ads, and more. MAA Math

Classifieds can be ac-

cessed through the MAA

homepage or you can go

directly to MAA Math Clas-)
sified by typing

www.mathclassifieds.org/

Child Care Available at MathFest

The MAA is proud to an-
nounce that we have ar-
ranged childcare for those
who wish to bring their
children and enjoy all that
Portland has to offer.

Did You

The MAA has a Commit-
tee on Graduate Students
AND graduate students

are members of that com-
mittee.

Currently the student po-
sitions are filled by
Melissa Kraus (Purdue
University) and  Philip
Matchett Wood (Rutgers
University).

Creative Child Care Solu-
tions

www.munchkincare.com

has agreed to provide af-
fordable services. The

Knowé. . ?

The committee oversees
MAA activities which in-
volve graduate students,
such as the panels, con-
tributed paper sessions,
and poster sessions that
are a part of the JMM and
MathFest.

Perhaps the next opening
on this important commit-
tee can be filled by you!

home/index.cfm?
site_id=1925

into your browser.

Recent employers include
Kaplan Industries (looking
for Operations Re-
searcher), Oregon State
University (Visiting Profes-
sor), and the Department
of the Army (Statistician).

cost is approximately $10
per family per hour.

More information can be
found at the web site or
(503)

by calling 518—

2274.

Paget

Don't just read i;
fight it! Ask you
own guestions,
for your own
examples, discgver
your own proofs|. Is
the hypothesis
necessary? Is the
converse true? YWhat
happens in the
classical special case?
What about the
degenerate cas¢s?
Where does the
proof use the
hypothesis?

ook

Paul Halmos




Issue 3 Pageé

T-shirts! Get your t-shirts here!

Pictures from the JMM

Aparna Higgins, New Director of Project
NEXT

Shot from the Eames Film Festival

Real People,
Real Learning,
Real Numbers.

Become an MAA Member and begin to receive
these great benefits! Your choice, just pick one*...

The AMERICAN MATHEMATICAL MONTHLY

Our flagship journal presents cutting-edge developments
in research, new viewpoints on teaching, plus articles,
book reviews and more.

MATHEMATICS MAGAZINE
Teachers and undergraduate students will love the thought-
provoking analysis and challenging problems in this journal.

THE COLLEGE MATHEMATICS JOURNAL

CM)'s educational articles, interesting problems, and
Classroom Capsules are geared towards teachers of
undergraduate mathematics.

rechain— / *For a fee, additional journals may be added to your membership.

. Visit www.maa.org or call 1-800-331-1622 for more information on how to join

@ : and learn about additional valuable MAA benefits.
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