
Book 10

Definition 4

And let the square on the as-
signed straight-line be called ratio-
nal. And (let areas) commensu-
rable with it (also be called) ratio-
nal. But (let areas) incommensu-
rable with it (be called) irrational,
and (let) their square-roots (also be
called) irrational—the sides them-
selves, if the (areas) are squares,
and the (straight-lines) describing
squares equal to them, if the (ar-
eas) are some other rectilinear (fig-
ure).
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