
Book 5

Definition 17

There being several magnitudes,
and other (magnitudes) of equal num-
ber to them, (which are) also in the
same ratio taken two by two, a ra-
tio via equality (or ex aequali) oc-
curs when as the first is to the last
in the first (set of) magnitudes, so
the first (is) to the last in the sec-
ond (set of) magnitudes. Or alter-
nately, (it is) a taking of the (ratio
of the) outer (magnitudes) by the
removal of the inner (magnitudes).
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